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for these Jamaica pirates, though greatly exceeding them
in numbers.     Conveying their booty in captured vessels
and canoes, they made for the Island of Ruatan in the Bay
of Honduras, where they rested and obtained fresh water;
after that they passed  down  along the Mosquito coast,
destroying   every  Spanish   settlement   that  was   visible,
until  they  reached   the  San Juan   River in  Nicaragua,
This they ascended in canoes, and emerged on the waters
of Lake Nicaragua.    The shores of this lake seemed to
the Jamaica pirates a veritable paradise, with a cool and
wholesome air, green pastures, and broad park-like lands
dotted with horses and cattle and surrounded by a great
circle of blue mountains.    Hiding by day amongst the
numerous   islands,   and   paddling   their   canoes   through
the night,   they at length reached the city of Grenada,
marched   into   the   central   square,   overturned   eighteen
cannon, seized the magazine of gunpowder, captured and
imprisoned in the cathedral 300 of the hastily awakened
citizens, whom they kept there as hostages, whilst two-
thirds of their men plundered the town.    After stowing
away all the portable plunder in their canoes,  and scut-
tling all the other boats and canoes which might have
pursued them,  Morgan and his comrades released their
300   hostages   and   then   started   back  to  the   seacoast.
They had been, however, accompanied on this expedition
by about 1000 Amerindian allies, people who longed for
some means of revenging themselves on the Spaniards.
These natives would have liked to slaughter the hostages,
especially those of them that were priests and friars.    But
the English prevented their committing any barbarities,
and had the honesty to tell them that, as there was no
intention of permanently holding this country for Great
Britain,  their  allies had  better do  nothing that would